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Being the new kid 
is kind of scary.
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Everyone stares at you.
Everyone asks you lots 
of questions.





6

But being the new kid 
is not ALL bad.

In fact, here are the

about being the new kid
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Everyone thinks 
you are interesting.
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The teachers will not come
up to you on the first day
and say,   
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No one knows that on the
second day of kindergarten
you used the GIRLS’ 
bathroom by mistake.



You can run in the hall.
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No one will tease you about
bringing Bunny Car for 
sharing when you were six.



The teachers will not tell
you how much they liked
having your big sister 
in class.
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If you get sent to the 
principal’s office, he 
will not say, 
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You can take a long time 
in the bathroom.
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The nurse has not heard
any of your excuses to get
out of gym class when it is
time for square dancing.



19



The lunch ladies do not know
the tricks you use to get 
seconds on chicken nuggets.
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No one has seen your
cool dragon shirt yet.
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You can teach the kids 
new words.
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The playground is new 
and exciting.
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You can tell the jokes that
everyone from your old
school knows, but no one
from your new school does.
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No one remembers when
you brought in a rock for
pet day.
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Enjoy being the new kid while you can.
As soon as another new kid moves into
town, you turn into an old kid.
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Tips for Discussion

• Are there things you did when you were 
younger that people still tease you about? 
What are they?

• If you were at a new school, what is the most 
important thing you would like the other kids 
to know about you?

• Do you have any new kids in your class this 
year? Do you think they like being new to 
your school?

• Do you have a brother or sister at your school?  
Do you like having the same teacher as your 
older brother or sister had?  

• How do you think your younger brother or 
sister would like to have the same teacher as 
you had?

• What would you choose as your five best things 
about being the new kid?

About the Author
Cindy Copeland, who lives in New Hampshire, is the
mother of three children and has written or illustrated
more than 25 books.  Her oldest child, Anya, was lucky
enough to have been the new kid a few times and is
now busy making new friends at college in Maine.
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