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Ben, Joe and Charlie were in the
same class at school.
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Sometimes they played together...

...and sometimes they didn’t.
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One day Ben found a shiny red car under
the old tree in the playground.

He took it in with him at the end of playtime.



7

“Let me see that car, Ben,” said Miss Brunton.
“Where did you get it?”
“I found it,” said Ben.
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“Joe has lost a car like that,”
said Miss Brunton.
“He says that Charlie ran off
with it and hid it somewhere.”
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“No one was hiding it when I found it,”
said Ben.
“It’s mine now. Joe’s car is
probably down a drain.”

Just then Joe and Charlie
walked up.
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“Hey, that’s my car,” Joe said.
“That’s the one Charlie ran away with and hid.”

“No. Your car’s down a drain,” said Ben.
“This is my car. I found it.”
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“I think this is Joe’s car,” said Miss Brunton
to the three boys at once.
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She turned and looked at Charlie.
“Why did you hide it, Charlie?” she asked.

“Well, Joe wouldn’t let me have a turn with it,”
Charlie said.
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“Why didn’t you play with something else?”
Miss Brunton asked.

Charlie shook his head.
“All the playground things are broken,” he said.
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“Where did you hide it, Charlie?”
Miss Brunton asked.

“By the old tree, Miss,” said Charlie,
looking at the fl oor.
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Miss Brunton looked at Ben, who was still holding
the car tightly, but she didn’t say anything.

Slowly, very slowly, Ben gave the car back to Joe.

“Now will you play together nicely?”
asked Miss Brunton.
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But Joe did something Miss Brunton
did not expect him to do.
He put the car away in his back-pack.
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“I’m not playing cars any more,” he said.
“Charlie will only run off with it again.”
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“I won’t if you share it,” said Charlie.

“OK then,” Joe said, “but you must
promise not to run off with it.”
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“All right, I promise,” said Charlie.

And they walked off.
They were friends again.
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“Can I play too?” asked Ben.
“Actually, I really like red cars like that.”
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Charlie and Joe looked at each other
and then at Ben.
“Perhaps,” they said.
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Parents or teachers can use these questions as starting points for talking to children about the issues raised in the story.

* Joe, Charlie and Ben were friends. What kind of friends were they?

* What do you like about playing together with your friends?

* Do friends ever quarrel? Why? When? What do you do when that happens?

* What do you think about what Charlie did when he hid Joe’s car? Why do you think
 he did that?

* Why do you think Ben kept Joe’s car? Was it all right to do that?

* What does ‘fi nders keepers’ mean? Is it ever all right to keep things that you fi nd?

* What does it mean when something belongs to you? What should other people do if
 they want to use it or play with it? Why is that?

* Joe hadn’t let Charlie have a turn with his car. Was that all right, do you think? When
 is taking turns a good thing?

* Why were the playground things broken? What do you think should be done
 about that?

* What happens when we all share things in school? Who do they belong to? How
 should we look after them? Why?

Something to think about...
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* Where else do we fi nd things that belong to all of us? Where do they come from?
 Who pays for them?

* How do you think Joe was feeling without his car? Think of lots of words to describe
 his feelings.

* How do you think Ben was feeling when he gave the car back to Joe? Why do you
 think this?

* Should Ben and Charlie get into trouble for what they did? What would you do if
 you were the teacher?

* What do you think about what Joe did when he got his car back? Do you think it is
 ever OK not to take turns?

* What do you think happens at the end of the story? Why were Joe and Charlie
 unsure about playing with Ben? Was that fair or not?

* Who do you feel most sorry for at the end of the story?

* Think about times when this kind of thing has happened to you. What did you do
 and how did you feel?

* Are there some good rules which would help us in situations like this?
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