


 Hairy,

scary,


Ordinary




To Cal and Hannah, two indescribably cool kids

—B.P.C. 

To my grandmother Anastasia, the first artist 


in our family 
—J.P. 

adjective: A word 

that describes a thing, 

idea, or living being. 



 Hairy,

scary,

Ordinary


by Brian P. Cleary

illustrated by Jenya Prosmitsky


t CAROLRHODA BOOKS, INC. / MINNEA POLIS 




r
e
Adjec

tives a 

words 

lik
e

airy,
h

scary, cool, 
an d ordinary. 



y
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tanlike

a nd tall , 

Funny, f
r
i
sky, 

smooth , nda

small.




They tell us

things


are


orange

or


green,


Hot or cold 
or in-between, 



Leaky,


squeaky, 

ancient, 
new, 

E
asy
, 

breezy, 

,
broken
 blue
. 



Adjectives help tell us more,


Like

narrow

street or


favorite

store,




c
lly hilly,
H i ,

fast, andfun, 

ndercookU


e

a

d

nd ov
erdone. 



They tell us of an 

old black boot, 

A rainy day,

a wrinkled suit,




A silly

teacher,

giant

hair, 

A large cow

at the local fair—




e

lls

that
ar

d an
d rubb
r
e ,

bak
c

K r
ei

Spot's clean fur each time 

you scrub her, 



Cold , dark mor nings,


hot pink

sh ades, 

Young g
i
r
l
s


drink
ing

lem
onades.




'
sll
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i
 rro be
eot

They

te

f z
i zy,fl
at
o
r


And if your street

is quiet or busy,




e
Tha
t
 r
t
 ats

are 
yu
mmy
, 

sh ake s a r e 

thick, 

An
d
i
f your

calmtummy


s

's

ick.
o
r




v
eol
or mau
They

're c ful, lik
e

p
ucedan , 

They h e l p ex p k el a i n
,
l
i

lean
and
loos
e
,




Baggy
saggy
,
,

y
tretch
 ,
strongs
, 

Much

too short


or way too long.




s
a r e

Adj
ecti

ve words 

like

flas
hy,


Vibrant, 
bright, a n d 

so m e w h at 

trashy, 



Frilly,

silly,


polka-dotted,


Single-looped 

or

double-knotted.




Word
s
 like

spunky , 

rat
her

clunky,


Pri
c
e
l
e
s
s nice,,


or downright junky,




Speedy, spoiled ,


spiffy, spare,


hT
 rifty, nifty, 

d

bronze an
 bare.




They modify nouns


in ways that help tell us


If

someone's

sincere,


delighted, or jealous,




If jackets are 


herringbone,

pinstriped, or plaid,


If babies

are


crabby
 x
c
t
i ee d , or glad,
. 



They

tell us

that


shows

are stupid or funny,


O
f books tha

ar

t

tuffy,se 

, or
punn

zing yama ,




f
rie ghteni
Of

look
s that

ar ng, 

d o g s t h a t a r e stray,


Of
Coff

ee
t
h at’s blac
k 
in a c up


th a t is gray.




c
t vi
 e
Adj

e s ush e
l
p 

desc
rib e when

ti
red
we're ,


Or s a y 

wh e n 

we ' r e grumpy, 

or w h e n

we a r e

wired.




Without ’em we couldn’t


tell Mom

how


we feel,


Like hungry,

or hurting,


or read .y quea
lto
s




psided
, on
e
-sided

Lo ball
game
s
t
hat bore us, 

The sweet, gentle sounds

that descend from the chorus,




Mighty

blue 

ocea n s a n d

tiny red


ri n gs, 

Adj
ectiv
e
s t
e l l us

of
a
l
l o f these thing

s. 



so, what is an


adjective?

Do you know?
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BOUT THE & I

P. C is the author of several other picture books, 
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